
134

Awakening Beauty

Chapter X: Murderous RageChapter X: Murderous RageChapter X: Murderous RageChapter X: Murderous RageChapter X: Murderous Rage

When JonBenet Ramsey was murdered, lots of people asked my opinion on the subject.

I was asked partly because of my work in forensics and partly because of my experi

ence with beauty pageants. What I was not asked about was the obvious fact that this

little victim, like so many victims before her, was a beautiful victim. JonBenet was only one of

over 900 children under the age of ten who were murdered in 1996. But she was beautiful; a beauty

pageant contestant. (SEE PHOTOS OF JONBENET RAMSEY FROM PEOPLE MAGAZINE AND

THE RAMSEY FAMILY WEB PAGE)

What nobody seems to notice, except beautiful women, is that beauty makes its owner a

target. The murderers of countless beautiful kids and adults undoubtedly focused upon the beauty

of their victim. What is it about beauty that can generate murderous rage? In the instance of Selena’s

murderer, Yolanda Saldivar was a 35-year-old registered nurse from San Antonio who quit her job

to become president of the Selena fan club and devote herself to managing the star’s boutiques…that

is, until she murdered Selena. (SEE PHOTO CREDITS OF SELENA AND YOLANDA

SALDIVAR)

When Robert John Bardo killed Rebecca Schaeffer, it was not coincidental that he killed a

beautiful woman. (SEE PHOTO CREDIT OF REBECCA SCHAEFFER FROM SEVENTEEN

MAGAZINE) It was her beauty, after all, that entranced him, attracted him and predictably, rejected

him. In the attempted murder trial known as the “cheerleader’s mom” case, the intended victim was

someone prettier than the would-be murderer’s daughter. When Tanya Harding involved herself in

the assault on Nancy Kerrigan, it was, once again, unattractive assaulting beauty.

This pattern in human behavior has manifested in our fairy tales. Take a good look at Ma-

leficent, then take a good look at Princess Aurora. You may know Princess Aurora by her more

popular name, Sleeping Beauty. The Wicked Queen from Snow White was obsessed with asking

the question: “Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?” What happens when you

repeatedly ask that question, and the mirror repeatedly gives you the name of someone else? Take

a good look at Cinderella and compare her to her sisters on the dimension of beauty. Pay close

attention to the attractiveness of the Wicked Queen as she consults her mirror. (SEE PHOTO CRED-

ITS OF CINDERELLA, HER SISTERS AND THE WICKED QUEEN).

JonBenet Ramsey’s murderer, unknown as of the writing of this book, both loved and hated

the little girl. As I have written elsewhere, “beautiful women are the women we love to hate.” Who

could hate a little girl? If the child, in the murderer’s mind, was inseparable from her beauty, then
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A Glamorous JonBenet Ramsey on the Cover of People Magazine



136

Awakening Beauty

JonBenet Ramsey
From the Ramsey Family Web Page.

Note the Absence of Glamour Photographs
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Selena’s Gravestone

Yolanda Saldivar, Convicted
Killer of Selena Yolanda Saldivar as She

Looked in CourtSelena Promotional Photo
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Rebecca Schaeffer on the Cover of Seventeen Magazine
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"CINDERELLA TRIED TO MAKE HER SISTERS LOOK AS WELL AS POSSIBLE."
by

Margaret Evans Price

Cinderella. Edited by Katharine Lee Bates. Cover and Color Illustrations by Margaret Evans Price.
Originally Published by Rand McNally & Company, Chicago:1921.

Cinderella’s Sisters and Step-Mother

Disney Illustration
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“My sash!” cried Drizella.
“My beads!” cried Anastasia.
They ripped off the sash and

pulled off the beads.  Cinderella’s
dress was ruined.

Cinderella and Her Step-Sisters

Disney Illustration From
Walt Disney’s Wonderful
World of Reading
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“Mirror Mirror on the Wall, Who is the Fairest of Them All?”

Disney Illustration
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eradicating the beauty and the bad feelings it created came at the cost of killing the child. JonBenet

was an innocent victim who had to die if beauty was to die. If a woman killed JonBenet, she was

killed, in part, because of the rage generated by jealousy at someone who had what the murderer

had wanted more than anything in her own life. If the murderer was a male, the murderer most

likely fell in love with beauty and repressed the fact that such beauty resided in a little girl. Sexu-

ally acting out attraction to beauty, when its possessor is a little girl, suggests to the perpetrator that

beauty must die if his assault is to remain hidden.

Beauty is a marketable commodity, and men like Indle Gifford King Jr. know where to look

for it. In March of 2002, Mr. King was sentenced to 28 years and 11 months in prison for killing his

mail-order bride, a beautiful young blond named Anastasia. This was King’s second beautiful

mail-order bride. His first wife has filed for divorce from King, which cost him $55,000 and a lot of

heartache. Both his first and second mail-order brides had found King to be controlling and abu-

sive.

At the sentencing hearing, Anastasia’s father, Anatolyi Soloviev, told King, “You weren’t

getting yourself a wife, you were getting yourself a doll. You wanted to go around and show off

your young bride, show everybody how successful you were.” King had killed Anastasia with the

help of a boarder in the Kings’ home in the north Seattle suburb of Mountlake Terrace. The boarder,

Daniel Larson, testified that he strangled Anastasia with a necktie while her 270-pound husband sat

on top of her. This phenomenon is so widespread, and is beginning to be recognized for its threat to

beautiful women, that in March of 2002, Governor of Washington Gary Locke signed a law, the

first of its kind in the USA, which requires mail-order bride companies to give brides-to-be the

criminal and marital histories of their prospective Washington spouses.

In May of 2003, a homely man by the name of Robert J. Ambrosino shot and killed his

girlfriend, Lyric Benson. Lyric was an up-and-coming actress, recognized for her beauty. Ambrosino

shot her in the face when she tried to leave him. One of the couple’s friends, Chelsea Lagos, said of

Ambrosino and Benson: “The one thing that everybody would say when they met them, anytime,

anyone, anywhere, was, ‘What’s she doing with him? She was just in a different league.’” Shaila

K. Dewan, a writer for the New York Times News Service, covered the story and wrote the follow-

ing: “Bobby Ambrosino, from upstate New York, could not match her beauty—he had a slight

frame and, in self-deprecating words recalled by a friend, ‘a face like a catcher’s mitt.’” (SEE

PHOTO CREDITS OF INDLE GIFFORD KING AND MAIL-ORDER BRIDE; ROBERT J.

AMBROSINO AND LYRIC BENSON)

 What do Jonesboro, Arkansas, Springfield, Oregon, Paducah, Kentucky, Moses Lake, Wash-

ington, Pearl, Mississippi, Littleton, Colorado and Santee, California have in common? They are

all locations where disenfranchised teenage boys, called geeks, gangly, skinny, dorks and/or ugly,

have gone on a murder spree against their more attractive and popular classmates and teachers. In
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Indle Gifford King Jr. is Shown in Seattle with His
Late Mail-Order Bride Anastasia King, in 1998

Associated Press

Robert J. Ambrosino and the Late Lyric Benson

New York Times
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the instance of Littleton, two boys named Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold went after the popular

boys and some pretty girls. Fifteen were killed in that rampage. Eric and Dylan were described by

their classmates as skinny, gangly and ugly. In one news report following the Littleton massacre,

one classmate was interviewed who reported that she had been asked by one of the boys to ask a

girl to the prom on his behalf. The girl being interviewed said that when she asked, the girl just

laughed. (SEE PHOTOS OF ERIC HARRIS AND DYLAN KLEBOLD)

On March 24, 1998, in Jonesboro, Arkansas, Andrew Golden and Mitchell Johnson, two

other boys called ugly, took aim at their classmates: four girls and a teacher. The girls were pretty.

The murders in Paducah, Kentucky were committed by a boy named Michael Carneal, who was

called a geek and a nerd by his fellow classmates. Barry Lewkitis, a 14–year-old boy who others

called a dork, killed two students and a teacher in February of 1996 at Frontier Jr. High in Moses

Lake, Washington. “He asked me out a couple of times. I refused,” said one of his female class-

mates during his trial. Barry was picked on relentlessly. Manuel Vella Jr., the most popular boy in

Barry’s junior high school, was Barry’s target. Just a few months later in Pearl, Mississippi, Luke

Woodham targeted the girl who had jilted him. Luke wrote in his diary: “I killed because people

like me are mistreated everyday.” Luke is an unattractive boy who was a convenient target for

abusive kids. Kip Kinkel, a tortured and unattractive kid, included his parents in his vengeful

murder spree in Springfield, Oregon.

Charles “Andy” Williams, a 15 year-old Freshman at Santana High School, in Santee, Cali-

fornia who, according to press reports at the time, was a skinny kid who was the butt of jokes and

was routinely picked on, killed two classmates and wounded 13 others on March 5, 2001. Terry

McCarthy, writing for Time Magazine in its March 19, 2001 issue, quoted Gentry Robler, a 16

year-old sophomore at Santana High School, who said that, “This is a school that was waiting for

something like this to happen.” McCarthy then went on to write in his article: “But who would have

guessed that it would be the skinny, jug-eared timid freshman wearing a silver necklace with the

name MOUSE on it? Who would make this happen? Perhaps a better question is: “Who wouldn’t

have guessed?” (SEE PHOTO OF ANDY WILLIAMS)

Buford Furrow, the man who admitted shooting 5 people, including children, at a Jewish

community center North of Los Angeles in 1999 was, according to the descriptions of former

classmates, a bespectacled, ugly and nerdy kid. The hatred generated by forced pariah status, like

an electrical charge in a thunderhead, discharged onto innocent children. The profoundly stupid

choice of where to project hatred often overshadows the search for the genesis of the hatred in the

first place. Hatred, spawned by one’s tendency to be rejected by others, antedated his feelings

about any one group.

Hate groups are made up almost exclusively of men who as children and young adults are

lacking in charm, intelligence, social skills and yes, physical attractiveness. The normal variances
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Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, Killers of Their Classmates Caught on Surveillance Video
During Their Killing Spree in Littleton, Colorado
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Andy Williams, Admitted Killer of His Classmates at Santana High School
Located in Santee, California, in 2001
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in beauty found in society at large are not found within hate groups. The bell curve is skewed

toward the unattractive end of the beauty distribution. Social charm is also missing within these

groups. We see a profile of the members of hate groups who, without any other traits or character-

istics available to counterbalance their unattractiveness, become filled with anger and hate.

 Predictably, every warning sign in the world is targeted by the pundits, who pop up like

mushrooms after a warm summer rain, after one of these now-ritual tragedies occurs. They never

seem to focus on the rage which emanates from the one thing all of these killers have in common:

they are physically unattractive, yet crave to be otherwise. These people hate, with a passion,

anyone who treats them badly. These kids hate, with ferocity, their life.

None of the pundits seem capable of ferreting out one of the basic problems in science,

“cause and effect.” Thus, everything that these murderous children and adults do is mistaken as a

cause of their rage, not as an expression of it. Their music, their dress, their “cliques,” their internet

activities, etc., are classified as causes. In the same press reports which carry the story, if you look

just a bit closer you begin to understand the deeper story.

For instance, in a large Southern California newspaper it was written about the Littleton

murders: “Two struck pose of rebels but were seen as losers.” In the same paper, on the same day,

another lead story about a high school event was captioned this way: “School’s annual fashion

show is tribute to grid hero who died.” In another example, one of the major television networks

faded to black just after an expert on teen culture gave his opinion about violent music as one of the

causes of teen rage. The commercial that immediately ran showed a handsome male trying on a

pair of sunglasses in front of a mirror. Of course, the anchor on this program was, at least in part,

chosen for her striking beauty before the camera. Every host on each and every one of these pro-

grams is coifed, bathed in flaw fighting light, made up, dressed and otherwise made to look better

on camera than they do in person, and all the while these same men and women struggle to under-

stand how unattractive high school kids could feel so alienated while regularly dosed with the ever-

present, beautiful news reader.

Five years after the Michael Carneal shootings, reporters were still at a loss to explain his

behavior, while their writings about the subject were replete with any number of adjectives which

described Carneal’s level of attractiveness. “Michael Carneal, a skinny freshman....He slouches

into his chair in a conference room at the Kentucky State Reformatory in LaGrange...He is 19 years

old now; tall, pudgy, pasty with a scraggly beard and chunky square glasses. It’s hard to see in him

the scrawny, skittish freshman who pulled out a .22-caliber Ruger, pressed foam plugs in his ears

and opened fire that Monday morning.”

One of Carneal’s victims, Missy Jenkins, was quoted in this particular newspaper article

describing herself to others: “My name is Missy Jenkins. I had a GPA of 3.3. I was homecoming

queen runner-up. I was vice president of my junior class. I was shot by a classmate.” For Carneal’s
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part, he offers no explanation for why he did what he did, but he remarked: “I thought I might as

well go to prison because I didn’t have anything to lose.”

In the pecking order of high school, the unattractive kids make up the “out” groups, with

rare exception. Females relentlessly and ruthlessly “deselect” unattractive males. Some boys take

to this better than others, but virtually all boys respond with hurt feelings, and some with hatred.

Some boys displace that hatred and sublimate that negativity into other activities less violent. Oth-

ers can’t or won’t.

Not all murderous rage ends in murder. Sometimes murderous rage is bridled, but never

completely. Take Heidi Fleiss, for example. Before Heidi became the “madame to the stars,” she

worked for another woman named “Madame Alex.” Madame Alex was the rather homely woman

who turned the cute Heidi Fleiss in to the authorities. Madame Alex reportedly utilized her contacts

at the L.A. Vice Squad to carry out her vendetta. While Heidi Fleiss had taken business from many

other madames in L.A., none were as unattractive or vindictive as Madame Alex. The take-home

message is, regardless of what form the anger takes, it is always present and manifests in some

way. Sometimes that includes murder.

I will not make the same mistake that others do by citing physical unattractiveness as the

sole cause of murderous rampages at schools across America. My point is that the unattractiveness

factor has been all but ignored. Being unattractive gets you picked on, it isolates you and helps to

make unattractive kids without coping skills a receptacle for unbelievable cruelty from some of

their peers.

Others hate that which is unattractive, in part, because they are afraid of it in themselves.

Some reasonably attractive kids pick on the ugly kids. Seldom do the truly beautiful children pick

on unattractive kids. The truly beautiful kids have their own cross to bear, and as you can see, are

often the targets of unattractive kids because of the fact that they are attractive. Our society in

America is Spartan in its credo. We offer no mercy to those who feel left out. We create material-

istic and cruel children who are obsessed with looks and status with deadly efficiency. We fuel the

next school shooting with a culture that idolizes prom kings and queens, cheerleaders, jocks as role

models and so-called school pride which idolizes the football hero. Competition is considered

good, regardless of who is left out. The movies “Carrie” and “Never Been Kissed” are telling

depictions of what children face in America’s schools every day of the school year. It is not likely

to change any time soon.

 I’ve seen the unattractive’s vendetta against the beautiful in every walk of life, and at every

age. “Come here my pretty,” said the Wicked Witch of the West. Everything about Dorothy was

pretty, and everything about the Wicked Witch was ugly. It was, after all, the ugly sisters who

hated Cinderella. It was the ugly queen, after all, who ordered that the poison apple be fed to the

beautiful Snow White.


